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OPERATIONS

On the evening of January 12, a series of earthquakes with magnitude 6.5 to 7.3 struck Haiti in
the highly populated area of Department Ouest, 10 miles from Port-au-Prince. Within hours of
the earthquake, the American Red Cross made an initial contribution of $200,000 of our own
funds for relief activities and as of this morning we have pledged a total of $1 million to the
response effort in Haiti.

The American Red Cross has an extensive partnership with the Haitian Red Cross, which is
expected to lead the Red Cross response to the earthquake. The Haitian Red Cross was founded
in 1932 and is one of the primary organizations in the country responding to disasters.
Although earthquakes are less common, Haiti is frequently impacted by hurricanes including
those in 2008, and the Haitian Red Cross has developed experience in disaster response due
those disasters.

As is typical in the immediate aftermath of an earthquake, the full extent of damage is unknown
at this time. However, initial reports indicate a high number of casualties with widespread
damage and collapsed buildings, creating an urgent need for search and rescue activities. As
many as three million people may be affected. The International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies (International Federation), as well as UN agencies and the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID) are deploying teams to coordinate humanitarian
assistance and provide search and rescue services.

As with most earthquakes, we expect to see immediate needs for food, water, temporary
shelter, medical services and emotional support. The American Red Cross has made available
all of the relief supplies from its warehouse in Panama which would provide for the basic needs
for approximately 5,000 families. In addition, at the International Federation’s request, the
American Red Cross is deploying a five-member Relief Emergency Response Unit (ERU) to
manage the distribution of relief items to earthquake survivors. A disaster specialist is also en
route to Haiti to support disaster assessments, and additional disaster specialists are on standby
if needed.

DONATION INFORMATION

The American Red Cross is accepting public donations to support the Haitian response. People
wishing to make donations to the American Red Cross International Response Fund - which is
used to respond to disasters such as the Haiti earthquake - may make a donation via 1-800-
REDCROSS or redcross.org. Those donating to the American Red Cross by check can do so by
noting Haiti Relief on the "memo" line. The American Red Cross does not anticipate accepting
in-kind donations for this international response.

DISASTER WELFARE INQUIRIES

For inquiries regarding relatives living and who have citizenship in Haiti, be patient and call
repeatedly until the lines clear or contact other family members who live nearby. The Red Cross
family linking response in Haiti will focus on allowing people in the affected areas to contact
their relatives abroad. Please note that telephone, internet and other communication lines are
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often disrupted in times of disaster. People trying to locate U.S. citizens living or traveling in
Haiti should contact the U.S. Department of State, Office of Overseas Citizens Services, at 1-888-
407-4747 or 202-647-5225.

VOLUNTEERS
We are not accepting volunteers to travel to Haiti. If you would like to volunteer for the
American Red Cross, please contact your local chapter.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS CONTACTS
For questions, please contact a member of the Red Cross Government Affairs team:

Marc DeCourcey (DeCourceyM@usa.redcross.org) 202/303-5669 or 202/288-9448 (cell)
Joanna Evans (EvansJo@usa.redcross.org) 202/303-5840 or 202/374-9507 (cell)

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and counsels victims of disasters; provides nearly half of the nation's blood supply; teaches lifesaving
skills; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends
on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its humanitarian mission. For more information, please visit

wwuw.redcross.org or join our blog at www.redcrosschat.org.
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